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Nat Buring
{founded the Nat
Buring Packing
Company in 1937, a
firm that soon
became one of the
| South's most
successful food
companies,
1 eventually including
| plants in Memphis,
New Orleans, and
Arkansas. The
company produced

Nat Buring
meats under the King Cotton label.

The Nat Buring story began, like many others, in a humble
way. He was born in 1912 of immigrant parents, his father
Nathan, from Germany, his mother Ruby Cherry from Russia.
His father and uncle were both tailors, specializing in police
uniforms for Wolf the Tailor who had a contract with the
Memphis Police Department. Tailoring did not provide a
sufficient living for a family of five, so his father opened a
grocery store at Court Ave. and Orleans St. Nat helped by
working in the store and selling newspapers.

The family lived in The Pinch, where Nat organized a
baseball team at Market Square, serving as both its manager
and third baseman. His teammates nicknamed him “Dynamite”

Nat Buring
Businessman -

This is the sixteenth in a series of biographical sketches of Jewish community leaders
included in our forthcoming book, “Chronicles of the Jewish Community of Memphis."
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Sportsman - Mr. “King Cotton”

for obvious reasons of speed. Baseball became his great
enthusiasm, which led him in later years to buy the Memphis
Southern League Team, the Memphis Chicks in 1855. When
he bought it, he bought the physical plant, grandstand,
concession stands, equipment, but not the land at Russwood
Park, which he leased. To save money he canceled the
insurance on it. Unfortunately, Russwood Park burned to the
ground, his losses virtually causing the end of his venture. An
ardent sports fan, Buring supported many sports programs in
the Memphis public schools and at Memphis State University.
By the time he was fifteen years old, Nat wanted to have a
store of his own, so his father allowed him to drop out of school
in the eighth grade and set him up in a little store at lowa and
Kansas. For two years he operated it, becoming expert in
judging the quality of meat and in developing skill in butchering
the meat. When he got into financial problems, he closed the
store and went to work in a store operated by the father of
Philip Belz at Trigg and Kansas. He worked there for several
years, earning twenty-five dollars a week, considered a good
salary for a boy in those times. But he still wanted to have his
own business, so he resigned, bought an old panel truck,
borrowed fifty dollars for capital, and became a meat peddler.
He bought meat from local wholesale packing houses and
sold it to small retail stores. His place of business was on the
side of his father's store. For the next few years he worked

sixteen to twenty hour days.
During those same years, Nat, who had always like beating
Please see Nat Burning, Page 5

* Join Us! Sunday, November 2!

The Jewish Historical Society of Memphis and the Mid-South
will hold a lively symposium on November 2, at the Jewish
Community Center at 2:30 p.m.

Dr. Abe Kriegel will moderate a program entitled, “Growing
Up and Experiencing Jewishness in Memphis.”

The panel will be composed of Richard Kremer, Lynnie
Mervis, Nathan Bicks and Jennifer Zimmerman, who will
provide diverse generational approaches.

The program promises to bring back many memories and
thoughts of earlier times in the Memphis Jewish Community.

We know you will enjoy being a part of this most interesting
exchange of views.

This program is open to the entire community. g

Refreshments will be served.

Clarksdale Bus Trip
A Great Success

Everyone on the virtually full bus from Memphis to Clarksdale
thoroughly enjoyed the camaraderie and experience of a day
in the Delta. As we drove on the new road past Tunica, we felt
the changes that were taking place in this area—from the
newness of the Casinos to the old Jewish Congregation of
Temple Beth Israel.

We drove through Clarksdale and entered the West end
area of large homes and well kept neighborhoods. We were
met at the Temple by several of its members and they spent
the day offering hospitality that was very much appreciated by
all of the Memphis contingent.

We first went into the addition (Social Hall type room) which

Please see Trip, page 2
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President’'s Message = * = *

As the year rolls around, we can ook
backward and forward. We see
successful and well attended
meetings. A large crowd took the bus
_|to Clarksdale where we were warmly
|received, a fine sequel to the earlier
. | Brownsville trip. We were excited to
hear that Selma Lewis' history of the
Memphis Jewish Community was
accepted for publication and delighted
to hear from Selma some excerpts
from the book. We can look forward to stimulating meetings
including a discussion of growing up Jewish in Memphis,
another trip to the countryside (Helena?) and possibly more
readings and discussions from our members with newly
published histarical books.

Don't forget the meeting of the Southern Jewish Historical
Society meeting jointly with the Texas Jewish Historical
Society on November 14-16. Hot Springs is convenient and
the program and speakers are exciting. Gary Phillip Zola,
Dean of Hebrew Union College, Jewish Institute of Religion
will be the keynote speaker. Call the Hilton for reservations:
call me for further details.

Finally, a Healthy, Happy New Yearto you all. &

Dr. T Stern
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was added by the congregation in the 50's. We were warmly
welcomed in the Sanctuary by the President, John Levenson,
who was born in Cleveland, Mississippi and has lived in
Clarksdale most of his life. The Sanctuary is impressive with
beautiful stained glass windows that allow the sunlight into
the Temple. There are 5 Torahs, the first donated by Louis
Goldstein in 1909, and 4 acquired over the years. On one
wall there are many gold leaves commemorating events in
the life of the congregation.

After a nice lunch and wonderful desserts served by the
local members we were given an extremely informative talk
by Irwin Kaufman on the history of the congregation and the
Jews of the Delta. Irwin, along with Lester Sack, trace their
lineage back to the beginning of the congregation.

In 1820, there were 6000 Jews in the United States and
100 of them were in Mississippi. The Jewish role was that
of a peddler or merchant and at one time every town from
Memphis to Vicksburg throughout the Delta had at least one
Jewish family. They generally followed the river and the
development of commercial areas. Friars Point was a good
pocket of Jewish life as well as Clarksdale. These Jews
primarily came from eastern Europe and brought their
religion with them. Many followed their countrymen from their
home towns in the old country to towns in the Delta.

In 1892, the first Temple was started and the congregation
began in 1896, with Max Kaufman (lrwin's grandfather) as
first president. In 1909, the first Synagogue was ready on
Delta Street. It was necessary for the congregants to bring
their own chairs for services. Max Fredman, Max Kaufman
and Louis Goldstein were the pioneers of Temple Beth Israel.
In 1913, the present cemetery was built. In 1929, the present
Temple was built.

Unlike other congregations, Orthodox and Reform shared

the same building and altemated the hours for their services so
that everyone was satisfied. In 1932, Rabbi Tolochko became
the first Rabbi. In 1939, Temple Beth Israel was the largest
congregation in Mississippi with 146 families and their 131
children represented the largest Jewish Sunday School in the
state.

The history of the Clarksdale congregation is typical of what
has happened in many small communities. It started small, rose
to a peak level in subsequent years, and then slowly lost many
of its children to larger, high tech areas. It has gone from a high
of 146 families to a total congregation in the low 30's. They
plan now how to handle the future of the congregation with the
main concern being the perpetual care of the cemetery. They
are planning to reach some decision in the next two years.
Meanwhile, they are continuing as a vibrant congregation with
a student Rabbi from Cincinnati coming to Clarksdale every
other weekend as well as on the High Holidays.

We toured the Cemetery and found many connections to the
Memphis community. They have a beautiful, well maintained
cemetery and it is something of which they are understandable
proud. Many of the gravestones tell a history of the Delta.

We also visited the new Delta Blues Museum. The Director of
the Museum and Library opened the Museum for us. You see
many pictures of and stories about famous artists, including
B.B. King,, W.C. Handy, Muddy Waters, Rufus Thomas, and
many, many others. There are many fine exhibits as well as a
gift area with discs, records, posters, T-Shirts, etc. for sale. The
people of Clarksdale raised $100,000 in order to receive a
$250,000 federal grant. Last year 16,000 people visited the
Museum. Very impressive.

It was a wonderful day!!! Joel Felt did an outstanding job and

the hospitality of all the people of Clarksdale was outstanding!!! =






















