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llluminated Haggadot, Passover Artifacts and History « « « sy Leonid saharovici

One of the important objectives of the Jewish Historical
Society of Memphis and the Mid-South is to “promote pride
in our heritage” and to “preserve the past for the future”.
During its fifteen years of existence the Society in its quest
to accomplish these goals has organized numerous
educational programs. Recently, in collaboration with the
Memphis Jewish Community Center, the Society presented,
in the Shainberg Gallery, March 11-18, 2001, an exhibition
of illuminated Haggadot and Passover artifacts, selections
from the Judaica Collections of three Memphis families:
Marilyn and Jack Belz, Friderica and Leonid Saharovici and
Enid and Barry Weiser. The theme of the exhibition was the
festival of Passover that commemorates the Jewish people’s
redemption from slavery and the story of the exodus reflected
in beautiful collections of illuminated and commented
Haggadot.

Passover has remained one of the most celebrated Jewish
holidays, deeply rooted in the tradition of our people. In
Jewish homes all over the world, evening Seders are
observed, elaborate festive meals filled with many rituals,
special prayers, symbolic foods, songs, discussions and
dialogs between parents and children. Allthese are reunited
in a special book called the Haggadah. Generations of
Jewish scholars, artists and scribes, have contributed
throughout Jewish history to this text. The Haggadah was
the core of this exhibit.

The illumination of Jewish books and manuscripts is an
ancient art. The very old illustrations have been lost. It is
only from the beginning of medieval time that illuminations
came to us from Spain, Germany, France and ltaly. The
Haggadot is considered one of the most outstanding
examples of art manuscript illumination. It is also one of the

most popular Jewish books. Almost 3,000 editions of Haggadot
were printed in approximately 2,000 places. The edition princeps
(the first printed edition) was published in Guadalajara, Spainin
1482, and the next edition, four years later, in Soncino, Italy.
The first American edition was published by S.H. Jackson in
New York in 1837. Commentaries to the texts have been written
by such Torah luminaries as Amram Gaon (9" century), Rashi
(1040-1105), Issak Ben Judah Abarbanel (15" and 16" century),
the Maharal of Prague (16™ century), Elija Gaon of Vilna (18"
century), etc. In order to make the Hagaddah available to more
people it was translated into more than 20 languages.

The City of Memphis is fortunate to have fine private collectors
of Judaica. Also, some of our Synagogues and Temple Israel,

Please see Haggadot, page 4

The Bornblum Solomon Schechter students and
teachers, receiving a guided tour of the exhibition,

Annual Election Meeting Commemorates Historical Society’s 15th Anniversary

Prominent community leader Peggy Jalenak is the
nominee for president of the Jewish Historical Society of
Memphis and the Mid-South for the 2001-2 term according
to Sumner Levine, chairman of the nominating committee.
Elections will be held during the Society’s annual meeting at
2:00 p.m., Sunday, May 20" at the Jewish Community Center.
Additional nominees include: Vice Presidents: Max Notowitz,
membership, Dr. David Patterson, programming. Board
Members: 3-year term-Madelyn Daneman, Edward M.
Kaplan, Dr. Jack Rosensweig, Eileen Segal. 2-year term-
Lynnie Mirvis. Carry over: Vice Presidents-Alan Cohen, Dr.
Abe Kriegel. Treasurer: Arthur Buring. Secretary: Dr. Robert

Kalin. Historian: Shirley Feibelman

This meeting will also commemorate the fifteenth anniversary
of the Society in Memphis. The program will feature 6" grade
students from the Memphis Jewish community Sunday and Day
Schools describing what they learned from the first annual
Jewish Historical Society sponsored Genealogy Project. These
students will be named Selma Lewis Scholars and will receive
a copy of the film based on Lewis' book, A Biblical People in the
Bible Belt, The Jewish Community of Memphis, Tennessee,
1840's-1960’s. In the near future, Irwin Kaufman, chairman of
this program, will announce those participating.

Please see Page 2
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President's Message - « - -

Serving as president of the Jewish
Historical Society of Memphis and the
Mid-South during the first half of its
15" year (1986-2001) and the
beginning of the new millennium has
proved to be truly exciting. From our
own David Patterson with his
learned—and provocative—address
to such renowned scholars as Arthur

Marjean Kremmer ~ Kurzweil, Gary Zola and Blu
Greenberg, the programs have been outstanding. Memphis-
born Dana Sachs was a delight as the JHS-sponsored
participant during the Center’s Jewish Book Week. Malco's
gift of a free showing of Sunshine made Dr. Ozsvath's speech
to us even more meaningful.

| know all of us will be proud of our SELMA LEWIS
SCHOLARS, 6" graders, to be featured at our annual
meeting May 20", They will discuss what they learned about
their ancestors from the first (hopefully!) annual JHS-
sponsored genealogy project.

| wish space allowed me to thank each and every one of
you who have been so supportive. It will have to suffice to
mention but two. Texas' Lyndon Johnson afforded his highest
praise to those whom he could trust to accompany him “to
the well’. As a Memphis Jewish mother, | would substitute
“to drive a good carpoal” for “to the well.” JHS President-
elect Peggy Jalenak, | know from many years of experience,
is as good a “carpooler” as there is!! B.F. Sumner Levin
(and Phyliis with whom I've aiso shared a muilitude of
carpools): I'll be driving with you on the JHS trip to Nashville
June 4",

Thanks to all of you for sharing this past year with me,

Marjean

Annual Meeting Continued from Page 1

Peggy, former secretary and vice-president of the Society,
is a member of the Board of Directors of the Memphis Jewish
Federation and serves as Co-Chair of the Lions of Judah.
She is also on the Board of the National Foundation for
Jewish Culture and the National Cultural Services and
Community Cultural Services Committees. She is a Board
member of the Tennessee State Museum Foundation, their
Acquisitions Committee for West Tennessee, and the
Management and Collections Committee for Memphis
Brooks Museum of Art.

A former member of the Tennessee Arts Commission, she
has served on the boards of Tennesseans for the Arts, Opera
Memphis, Ballet Memphis, Memphis Arts Council, Carnival
Memphis, Memphis Jewish Community Center, Jewish
Service Agency, National Council of Jewish Women, among
others, and coordinated the Temple Israel Museum which
houses the Adler Collection of Judaica.

Although born and raised in Little Rock, Arkansas, Peggy's
ties to Memphis stretch far back. Her great-great-
grandfather, Samuel Lyons, came to Memphis to enlist and
fight in the Civil War. Another great-great-grandfather and
mother, Valentine and Theresa Cohn, lived in Memphis in
the 1850's and are buried in Temple Israel Cemetery. Peggy
and her husband, L.R. Jalenak, Jr., are the parents of four
children and six grandchildren. T

Jewish Historical Society of Memphis & The Mid-South
Officers 19898-2000

PRESIDENT Marjean Kremer
1ST VICE PRESIDENT Peggy Jalenak
2ND VICE PRESIDENT Abe Kriegel
3RD VICE PRESIDENT Allen Cohen
TREASURER Arthur Buring
SECRETARY Bob Kalin
LEGAL COUNSEL Stephen Biller
HISTORIAN Shirley Feibelman
EDITOR David Schneider

DIRECTORS
Mel Grinspan, David Patterson, Jane Ross, Keith Parker,
Jimmy Ringel, Gil Halpern, Irwin Kaufman, May Lynn
Mansbach, Harvey Reisman, Sumner Levine, David Schnieder

HONORARY OFFICERS
Helen Wax, Lester Sewel, Laura Spiegler,
Elias Goldsmith, Harry Jaffe, Abe Schwab, Harriet Stern,
Leonid Saharovici, Gloria Felsenthal, David Schneider

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Green
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Buchaiter
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Lazarus
Mr. & Mrs. Herman Markel
Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Pollack
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Jalenak
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Mendelson
Mrs. Rosa Lee Abrams

From The EQROr  5isa »

In September 1987, the first issue of our Newsletter rolled

off the memograph machine at National Mortgage Co. and
suddenly | was an editor. Since that time | have been privi-
leged to edit 30 additional issues for the Jewish Historical
Society of Memphis and the Mid-South. From Newsletter to
our renamed publication in January, 1990, “Southern Jewish
Heritage”, we have grown with each issue. | feel very honored
to have been a part of this growth.

Now, after 14 years | must step down and pass this “labor of

love” to someone else. As we read from the haggadot during
our seders, “Diyaenu” - it is enough!

So, with one more issue on the drawing board, | must

submit my resignation as your editor. With Hashem's
blessings my health will stabilize and | will be able to continue
to contribute some articles in the future.

I thank each of you for your support over these 14 years

and for granting me this wonderful opportunity to serve the
Jewish Historical Society of Memphis and the Mid-South.

David Schneider Jﬁ
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