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Isaac L. “lke” Myers
Patron of the Arts

by Dr. Selma Lewis
A Friend to the World

Bringing Memphis Great Music, Great Art, Great Drama

This is the nineteenth in a series of biographical sketches of Jewish
community leaders wiitten by Dr. Selma Lewis while doing research for
our book, “A Biblical People in the Bible Belf:History of the Jews of
Memphis, 1840’s - 1960's.” Mercer Press, 1998.

ke Myers

For twenty-nine years, from 1931 until
his death in 1960, by means of Arts
Appreciation he brought annual
performances of The Metropolitan Opera
Company and many other fine artists to
Memphis. Who was this man who gave
so liberally to enhance the quality of life
for Memphians?

Francis Robinson, the assistant
manager of the Metropolitan Opera in
charge of their tour, described his friend,
lke Myers, as an enigma, “He liked to
appear to be shy, but | think he liked
reclamé...He was a wonderful man. The
Met is most beholden to him. And he was
a good friend. I'll always be indebted to
him."” But that self-effacing surface was
not altogether real.

“He was almost
Oriental... Unsmiling... His dress almost
a uniform, a stiff-front shirt, a tiny little
necktie, a tiny little bow, a starched collar,

always flawlessly groomed, never a hair
out of place.”

Mississippi writer, David L. Cohn,
said “He makes a niche for himself, not
by shoving someone else out of the way,
but by carving out a place for himself
where no place existed before. In an
editorial tribute, Jack Carley, of the
Commercial Appeal, called lke “a sharer
of beauty”, and spoke of him as
“contradictory”.

lke's parents, Morris and Sarah
Caplan Myers, were also parents to three
other sons. His father, who had studied
to be a rabbi, was a learned man who
also had a deep love of beauty. To lke,
the connection between art and God was
obvious: He said: "Anyone can
appreciate and be moved by a great work
of music, anyone, anywhere. And no one
who has a chance to see and appreciate
the beauty of the world can doubt the
love of the Creator behind it.”

Ike Myer's formal education ended
when he left Central High without
graduating, to enter the business world.
He and his brother, Mayer, became
partners in a paper distribution business.
When the partnership ended, ke formed
his own |.L. Myers Paper Company in
1939. In business as well as in his
contributions to the arts, Ike seemed to
prefer to work alone. He was a
successful businessman, doing much of
his own designing of paper boxes or
bags. His business efforts, however,
appear to have been motivated largely
by his desire to underwrite artistic
productions for the city.

Ike's sponsorship of the arts was not
confined to one area, but extended to

Please see Myers, Page 6

Society’s First Overnight
Bus Trip--GREAT!

by Joel Felt

The big tour bus rumbled out of the
parking lot of Anshei Sphard Beth El
Emeth Synagogue at three minutes
before 7 a.m. on Sunday, May 30. The
27 intrepid adventurers on board had
arrived early; eager to imbibe the
pleasure of the first two-day trip ever
sponsored by the Jewish Historical
Society of Memphis and the Mid-South.
The destinations: Utica, Port Gibson,
Natchez, and Vicksburg. The mission:
to experience and learn first hand the
Jewish historical role in this crucial area
of Mississippi. The mood was jocular as
driver, Jackie Price, cruised effortlessly
down I-55 to a spot west of Jackson to
pick up Betty Shornick of the Jacobs
Camp and Museum of the Southern
Jewish Experience at Utica—our first
stop. Betty had worked with Gil Halpern
and Sumner Levine to organize this
ambitious journey and would serve as
co-ordinator, explicator, and shepherd for
the entire trip. Those unfamiliar with the
camp were quite impressed with the
quality and beauty of its modern facilities.

The Museum holds the Alsace to
America exhibit, previously displayed in
Jackson, tracking the exodus of Alsation
Jews escaping persecution and
conscription and in some cases making
their way up the Mississippi from New
Orleans to the freedom and opportunity
available along the River in a terrain
resembling their homeland. Other
groups of friends and relatives followed
the first settlers, who then provided jobs
and support for the newcomers—a
familiar pattern. The exhibit depicts the
religious, economic, and cultural
development of these new Americans
thoughout the 19" Century. Soon it was
time to leave Utica and begin witnessing
the places and buildings where it all

began. )
Please see Trip, Fage 5
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President's Message « » ¢« »

The Society continues to
experience a most productive year.
Rob Cooper, well know videographer

: PRESIDENT Sumner Levine
and former Memphian, has | 4g7v|CEPRESIDENT Michael Parker
completed the interviews for our 9ND VICE PRESIDENT Lynnie Mirvis
upcoming video. The finished | TREASURER Arthur Buring
product could be ready as soon as | SECRETARY Peggy Jalenak
July. You will be notified when it is LEGAL COUNSEL Stephen Biller

_ : réady, and we are planning a general | HISTORIAN Shirley Feibelman
ey EDITOR David Schneider

meeting to show this video to the

entire membership. The video will be available to all. Bob
Kalin is also working on the video for Brownsville and this
also will be available shortly.

Our Book, A Biblical People in the Bible Belt, written by
Dr. Selma Lewis, has experienced phenomenal success
both in Memphis and nationally. There will be a second
printing of the book since there has been a complete sellout
of the first printing. For those of you who have been asked
by friends where you can purchase the book, it is still
available at the Jewish Community Center, Baron Hirsch
and Temple Israel gift shops and soon will be back in local
bookstores.

On April 14th, Irwin Kaufman chaired a program, “Growing
up Jewish in Mississippi”. There was a showing of the film
“The Jews of the Delta”, and a panel discussion with Hermine
Davidson, Alvin Labens and Bernard “Nutty” Moyer. The
large crowd in attendance enjoyed a most interesting
afternoon.

Gil Halpern planned an outstanding trip to Natchez, Henry
S. Jacobs Camp, Vicksburg and other interesting sites, on
Memorial Day Weekend. As in the past, the local
congregations were involved which was one reason all the
previous trips have been successful.

May Lyn Mansbach and Marcia Bicks continue to collect
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written histories from the community and we are planning on
making these available to the entire community in the future.
Shirley Feibleman can use volunteers to input information for
the archives. Please call Shirley if you have the time and can
work on a computer.

There have been so many complimentis.on the last issue of
the Newsletter. David Schneider certainly does an outstanding
job and we want him to know how much we appreciate all of his
and Mary Ann's work on behalf of the Society.

We have a large increase in membership this year. We want
to encourage everyone to participate in the programs we are
planning. i

Marx J. Borad, Founding Member of

Our Society Dies at Age 91

Marx J. Borod, a retired Memphis
attorney, died Wednesday, December
30, at Baptist Hospital East. Mr. Borod
was a founding member of The Jewish
Historical Society of Memphis and the
Mid-South and was active in many
community volunteer roles. In 1994, he
received the Sara Stone Board
Leadership Award given by the Jewish
Children’s Regional Service of the
Jewish Children's’ Home in New
Orleans.

Mr. Borod was a graduate of Vanderbilt
University and its School of Law. He was
active in civic affairs as well as Jewish
organizational life. While a student at
Vanderbilt University, he served as editor

of the campus weekly newspaper known
as “The Hustler’, and he previously
served as a “stringer” correspondent for
the Memphis Press Scimitar, New
Orleans ltem, and Jackson Mississippi
Daily News. He was a member, former
board member and past secretary of
Temple Israel.

An honorary life member of Memphis
and Shelby County Bar Association and
the American Bar Association, he was
also a past president and life honorary
vice-president of Jewish Family Service
of Memphis and a supreme historian of
Zeta Beta Tau, national campus
fraternity. In the 1950's he served as
president of the Council of Jewish

Marx Borod

Welfare Funds, Southeastern Region.
Born on April 27, 1908, in Marigold, he
was the son of the late Amelia and
Isadore Borod. He was married to the
former Margaret Morris of Nashville for
50 years. Upon her death, he married
Ruth Sater Malkin, who died June 8,
1992. 13






















