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Society Hosts Special Event
Feb. 4 at Dixon Art Gallery

The Jewish Histori-
cal Society of Memphis
and the Mid-South is
pleased 1o announce
that Dr. Zefira Gitay of
Israel will be the guest
lecturer on the special
ants program organized
by the society at the
Dixon Art Gallery. Dr.
Zifera Gitay Is avisiting
professor at the Born-
blum Judaic Studies and is inthe Art Depart-
ment at Memphis State University. Among
1he courses Dr. Gitay is teaching is a course
inBibleand Art. The lecture will be in conjunc-
tion with the exhibit, “Three Centuries of
Pewier from the Adler Coliection.”

The program will take place Sunday,
February 4, 1990 at 3:30 p.m. at the Dixon Art
Gallery. The topic of the lecture will be
“Jewish Art in Historical Perspective.”

Dr. Gitay is a well known expert on Jewish
art. Her Israeli teaching career has included
Ben Gurion University and Bezlel Academy
of Art in Israel, Wesleyan University and the
University of North Carclina at Chapel Hillin
America. She has written extensively on
topies concerning the Bible and art. She has
alarge curatorial experience accumulatedin
work done at the Israeli Museum in Jerusa-
lem and the Prehistoric Museum in Haifa as
well as other known museums. Her hus-
band, Professor Yehoshua Gitay, holds the
Chair of Excellence in Judaic Studies at the
Bornblum Judaic Program at Memphis State
University.

After the lecture, Mrs. Justin H. Adler will
offer an exclusive tour for our members giv-
ing background information on several of the
more important pieces from the Collection,
which also includes Judaica items. The col-
lection comprises over 100 pewter objects,
decorative and Utilitarian pieces such as plates,
urns, candlesticks, and tankards created in
the last 300 years by the talented craftsmen
from England, France, Germany, and the
U.S.A. This is a rare opportunity to see a

Dr. Zifera Gitay

In Memoriam

Dr. James A. Wax

The death of Dr. James Aaron Wax, Rabbi
Emeritus of Temple Israel on October 17,
1989 left anirreparable tear in the fabric of the
city. It deprived the local clergy of a promi-
nent leader who proclaimed the duty of reli-
gion to create an honorable society which
ensured justice for all of God's children. It
removed a courageous defender of racial
and religious equality. It stilled the voice of a
compassionate advocate of the rights of the
mentally ill. And all of us who were within
sound of his voice or witness to the example
of his actions lost a beacon of morality.

The Jewish Historical Society is acutely
aware of the legacy of Rabbi Wax as a pio-
neer in the field of Jewish history in this
community. His writings include The History
of the Jews of Memphis, 1860-1865 and Our

First Century, a history of Temple Israel writ-
ten in collaboration with his wife, Helen. These : i
works make important contributions to the knowladge of Incal Jewish himory By both
inclination and ability, Rabbi Wax was a historian. He clearly recognized and articulated the
need to study the past in order to understand the present and inform the future.

Many of Rabbi Wax's sermons refiect his interest in history. His donation of his papersto
the Memphis Public Library and Information Service's Memphis Room attest to his desire to
foster historical scholarship by present and future generations. The "Rabbi James A. Wax
Collection” significantly enhances the materials owned by the library.

Had his health permitted, Rabbi Wax had planned to write & history of religion in Memphis,
including all faiths within its scope. He had done agreat deal of research, and was especially
eager to write the book as his contribution to Memphis, which he felt “had been so good to
him."” Although in his retirement he was able to teach both at Rhodes College and at the
Memphis Theological Seminary, where his coursas were always oversubscribed, precarious
health prevented completion of this work. It does, however, provide further evidence of his
deep and abiding commitment to history.

When the idea of a local Jewish Historical Society first arose, Rabbi Wax was one of its
staunchest supporters. He wrote the original letter inviting people to join the organization.

Our debt to Rabbi Wax extends to many areas of our lives; we acknowledge it gratefully.
But for him, the Jewish Historical Society of Memphis and the Mid-South might never have
been more than an idea. He was vitally important in its birth and in its initial years of growth.
His support sustained and inspired us. We hope to be worthy of it.

by Selma Lewis
splendid collection built with great dedica-
tion by Dr. Justin and Herta Adler. The only JOIN US FEB. 4
otherexhibition of this great collection was at )
the Museum of Fine Arts, St. Petersburg. There is no charge
by Leonid Saharovici For Society Members




Presidents Message . . . . .Leonid Saharovici

Five years ago, | was privileged to be
among asmall group of enthusiastic history
buffs who met first at Harriet Stern's home
and later at Max Borod's, where we decided
to form a Jewish Historical Society in Mem-
phis. A pioneer of local Jewish history and
strong supporter for a scientifically oriented
historical society, Rabbi James A. Wax, of

* blessed memory, outlined the role of sucha

Jewish organization. We werethe new kid onthe block, theyoungest
Jewish organization in Memphis. We were determined to prove that
we would work hard to preserve and promote our heritage.

The rest is history. Our achievements in the first five years are
great. From a small nucleus we have grown to more than three
hundred members. From a small newsletter, with the help of our
editor, David Schneider, we have developed an interesting and well
received publication that attracts researchers, professional histori-
ans, and lay persons interested in Jewish history. With this issue our
publication has a new name," Southern Jewish Heritage “, which
reflects so wellwhat we want to leave for future generations. We have
organized lectures, conferences, and exhibits attended by large
audiences. Our society commissioned Dr. Selma Lewis to write our
book, the History of the Jews of Memphis. It will become a reality in
the next two years and we hope it will be in every Jewish home in our
city and in many libraries around the country.

The Memphis Jewish community has a splendid story totell. Be
a part of this active group of “Jewish history tellers;" share with us
your personal and family experiences. Don't let the dust of forgetful-
ness spread over the remarkable contributions of Memphis Jewry to
this city, southern region, and the U.S.A. We live in extraordinary
times. Historical events of great magnitude are taking place all over
theworld. Preserving this history and maintaining public interest are
our objectives for the future.
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There was a Need
by Nate Goler, President, Memphis JCC Men's Club

| arrived in Memphis May 9, 1939. | had been married for 2 days,
having been born in Atlanta, | was having pangs of homesickness.

Atlanta had afforded me a wonderful growing up period. There
were Jewish clubs for boys and girls. The Jewish Educational
Alliance was the forerunner of what we know as a Jewish Community
Center. We were there most of our free time. Club meetings, sports,
Sunday afternoon basketball, gave us many an exciting weekend.

The Alliance was our placs, a place for the Jewish kids. We could
be ourselves. We could feel free. The feeling of just being together
that we always had was a blessing. This atmosphere is where | grew
up, where | learned how to be a member, a team player. When my
parents needed ms, all they had to do was to call me at the Alliance.
Just knowing | was there, safe, must have given them a secure
feeling. Inthose years Atlanta was a hot bed of anti-semitism, a dark
period due to the tragic "Leo Frank” case. But that is ancther story.

So you can ses, when | came to Memphis there was no place for
children or young adults to call their own. | missed this association
that | had known. When | moved here, the synagogues were the
spiritual, cultural and social hub. You can understand why | missed
the Atlanta Alliance. After | was here a few months | began to get
phone calls from men. | did not know any of them. | was invited to
come and play on their baskstball team. | was not only flattered, but
filled with anticipation to see where they played.

The games were played on Sunday downtown at the Catholic
Club--a dingy looking building with a small court. Play was mostly
pick up with our own referees. ltwas not what | had known as fun and
relaxing. It was chaos, with frequent arguments and hollering at each
other. It was the only game in town for us so | stuck it out.

Itwas then that | knew a Jewish Center was needed. [t was a must,
but it was a long time in coming. Gladly | became a charter member.
Our first Center was merely a converted skating rink, but for the few
of us who had known what growing up at a Jewish Center meant it
was a dream cometrue. The 50 or so men who started the Center not
only felt its worth, but we all helped it grow into what our Center is
today. Yes, | know because | helped and | was happy to have been
among many.






















