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DIGNETTES OF MEMPHIS JEWISH HISTORY.....ty selma cevis

The Jewish Community of Memphis and the Yellow Fever
Epidemic of 1876: VYellow fever ravaged the river cities
of the South in the 15705, the worst epidemic occurring in
Meaphis in 1676. With no knowledge of the cause of the
tever, the cily had to endure devastating illness, death,
and loss of population, as most of those who could afford
to leave did so. Sometimes out of such a desperate
siluation, heroes arise.

Jews of the South established a Yellow Fever fund,
and fraternal, social, and  charitable organizations
throughout the area collected money, goods, and clothing,
while the membership tended the sick and assumed the
responsibility of caring for the widows and orphans,
B'nai B'rith a1 even mobilized the resources of its
nemher lodges throughout the South.

Members of the Hebrew Hospital Association, according
to J.M. Keating, editor of the local newspaper, "The
Appeal”, who wrote the history of the epidemic of 1878
were "especially notable for ardor, for steadiness, and
single-heartedness, and for unstinted charity. They were
no respecter of persons. They went from house to house,
asking but one question: "Is aid needed"? They wmade no
distinction. The lessons - of husanity, which they had
learned in the synagogue, thev illustrated by a heroism in
nothing less than (hat which inspired their fellow
Christian fellow-workers".

The only organization which conld in any sense meet
the emergency was the Howard Associalion, which was
established 1n 1873. 1t was wmodeled after a prototype
created in New Urleans to respond to the dire situation
caused by the vellow fever there. Volunteers were
requested; among those who case forward to help were E.N.
Levy and A.E. Frankland, who periormed outstanding service
in the epidenic.

The epidemic of 1875 was the most severe to strike
Neaphis. By the wmiddle of Septesber the death rate
averaged 200 a day, with 8,000 to 10,000 sick with the
fever. Nineteen members of the Howard Association,
including the president, were sick or dead. New members
were urgenf ly sought. Gut of greatly reduced population,
nearly all of whom were already nursing the sick or
burying the dead, eleven answered the call, every one of
them already working as volunteers in the crisis.

pmong the eleven volunteers to join the Howard
Association was Nathan D. Menken. Menken was the son of
Jacob Stanwood Menken, who had come to Memphis from
Cincinnati, Ohio where he was born in 1840, (Jacob's
father, Solomon, born in Amsterdam, came to the United
States in 1826. MHis wmother, Galathe Morange of Bordeaux,

France, was the daughter of a man who had been a prominent
supporter of Napoleon [, serving as his ambassador to the
court of Spain.)

In 1862, Nathan Menken's brother, Jacob Sanwood
Menken, established a store at Main and Gayoso; in 1863,
Menken and his brother, Jules, joined the organization.
The store occupied five stories, each 150 by 117 feet,
with over 300 employees. Within a short time, they had
one of the most prosperous retail and wholesale dry goods
houses in Memphis, which, according Lo "The Commercial
Appeal”, did much to make Memphis a commercial city."

The tribute written to Nathan D. Menken by Keating
deserves Lo be  quoted. He calls  Menkem: "a
philanthropist, and an honor 1o the ancient race, whose
good name he sustained by life and living...Mr. Menken was
in many respects a remarkable person. One ot the
wealthiest merchants of the citv, and a man of a very high
order of talent and cultivation, although deeplv devoted
to his wife and children, he, long before the epidemic was
officially declared to exist, resolved to give himself up
to the Good Samaritan work of the Howards. He so wrote to
his wife in letters that were full of the purest and
loftiest sentiments. Conscious of the risk he ram, he
advised her of his last wishes, and, thus prepared,
entered himself a willing worker in a cause he aight have
turned his back upon without any question as to his
motives...Like many others, he atlempted too much, and
fell an easy victim to the fever. At tirst, and tor some
weeks, he labored by himself, them with the Hebrew
Hospital Association, and afterward with the Howard
Association; all the time giving of his own hounty, his
purse being as open as his heart. How many he relieved,
how many griefs he assuaged, how many widows and orphans
he conforted by ready help and a generous svepathv, iv
only known to the God he served so faithfully. His loss
Was a severe one, and his death was felt to be a public
calamity, overshadowed by the plague,”

In the Memphis Room of the Memphis and Shelby County
Public Library and Information Service, there is a picture
of the members of the Howard Association of Memphis active

during the epidemic of 1876, Nathan De. Menken, who died
on September 2, 1878 is pictured in the circle of ten

Howard Association members who died of the tever.

WE NEED YOUR HELP !! w@

OUR ARCHIVES COMMITTEE WOULD LIKE TO KNMCW ABOUT ANY
MATERIAL YOU HAVE RELATING TO FARLY JEWISH HISTORY
IN MEMPHIS. PICTURES, BOOKS, SYNAGOGUE AND TEMPLE
PUBLICATIONS, FAMILY HISTORIES AND EARLY DOCUMENTS.

PLEASE CALL - LAURA SPIEGLER 767--5924



Message
from our President
N A S B R e —

As 1969 begins, we are happy to
greet you with news of progress oh our
history of the Jews of MNemphis. In
December, we received a $2,000 grant|
for the book from the Memphis-Plough |
Comsunity Foundation. Their help has|
not only given us much-needed funds,
but most importantly, it has validated
our belief that this history will
provide an important contribution to
the entire community. We are very

eicited and pleased, and we hope that this gift will
encourage other foundations and individuals to join in
support.

Selma Lewis, who has accepted the three-year commission
to research and write this historical account, has already
logged many research hours and many more hours in oral
history interviews, Interlocking with the writing of the
book, she is also making application Lo the Tennessee
Humanities Council for a grant to present a program for the
public. This would probably take the form of a one-day
conference with workshops and a name speaker. The grant
would enable the Historical Society to engage im a mutual
exchange of information centering around Jewish settlement of
Memphis and directly focused on material relevant to the
book. The ideas interchanged with the public audience would
enrich the writing of the history and would also be published
as separate proceedings. He think it would be a significant
event to present such a workshop to the comsunity and hope
that the forthcoming grant proposal will be accepted.

Once again, we want to remind our members to come forth
with any documents or informsation you might want to share for
research or reference. At present we have a small collection
of archival materials. MWe hope that the future will bring a
permanent location for it.

Harriet Stern

MAZEL TOV ... MAZEL TOV !!

Our very own Leonid Saharovici was chosen
to receive this year's prestigious Baron
Hirsch Member of the Year Award. The award
was for his " extraordinary leadership as
Chairman of the dedication committee for
the new vsynagogue and as the Chairman of
the congregation's Holocaust Memorial

Committee". The award was presented at the

- Newsletter Editor:
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HAVE YOU PAID YOUR DUES ?7
IF NOT -- SEND YOUR CHECK TODAY

Individual Member $15 Donor §50
Family Membership $25 Patron $100

FIRST INFORMATION ON A PETITION SIGNER

Our thanks Lo Mariam Jacobs Weinstoin of louston
for this great note, our first informmation about
one of the Signers of Lhe 1852 Petition sliwn in
our February 1988 Newslellbor.

general membership meeting, Sunday evening
January 8, at the Synagogue.

My cousin, Mrs. Regimald Wurzburg (also one of your
nembers), forwarded a copy of your earlier Newsletter which
contained a Petition from the Tennessee State Archives
written in 1852, One of the petitioners, Sol Hesse, is my
great grandfather. Sol came to the United States im about
1850 from a small village in Alsarce Lorraine, Framce. We
know nothing at this time about Michael Hesse (which is
listed in the City Directory of 1855) or of Sam Hesse;
although Sol did have a son in the 1870's whom he named Sam,
possibly after this other man who is also listed in the (555
City Directory. Unfortunately, we have very little
information on the Hesse family, and no family documents.

I an currently an active wmember of the Jewish
Genealogical Society of Houston, so I hope to have more
inforsation on the family in the future.




KRISTALLNACHT —--
Eyewitness To History

By .. Skip loward

Mr. Howard interviewed Dr. and Mrs. Adler for
a Kristallnacht 50th Conmerative Program. This
article was written from that interview.

Each Noveaber, the memories come flooding back for
Mesphis Werta Adler, who, as a young Jewish girl in Germany
in 1935, witnessed the burning of the synagogue im her small
town during the resign of terror we now call Kristallnacht
(Night ot Broken Glass).

During an interview conducted with Mrs. Adler and her
husband, Justin, a Memphis neuropsychiatrist, om Friday,
Novesber &, 1966, in preparation for the S0th anniversary
observance of Kristallnacht, she talked about the events of
Noveaber 9-10, as she watched an already desoralized society
fall farther into an abyss that tinally ended seven years
later.

When Herschel Grynzspan, a Polish-Jewish refugee, walked
into the Gersan Embassy in Paris on Monday, November 7, 1938,
and shot and killed Third Secrelary Ernst Vom Rath, he was
attespting to protest the forced deportation of his family
and other Polish Jews from Cermany to Lhe Polish-German
border.

His actions, however, unleashed in German people, fueled
by anti-Semetic rhetoric, feelings of hatred for all Jews,
Jewish businesses and Jewish institutioas throughout Nazi-
occupied Europe, These feelings manifested themselves in
violent actions by mobs, directed at Jews, and under the
watchful eyes of police, firemen and the Gestapo.

When it was all over, the stemch of smoke hung in the
air, shards of glass littered streets and sidewalks, and
blackened shells of homes, businesses and synagogues dotted
the landscape.

Official estimates of the two-day carnage record that
between 36 and 91 Jews were murdered, 26 were imjured, 7,500
Jewish homes and businesses were vandalized, and 76 of 267
synagogues damaged during the melee were completely
destroyed.

Nrs. Adler remembers Lhe morning of November [0th as
being "just like any other day, but kind of cloudy." She
learned of the events of the night of November 9th from a
neighbor who told her that the synagogues were burning. She
went to investigate for herself and saw her synagogue--"one
of the most beautiful synagogues probably in Europe at the
time"—in flames, ringed by a brigade of firemen there to
prevent the fire from spreading to adjoining buildings.

As she recalled, she was not the only witness to see the
burning synagogue; there were mamy others watching. "There
was standing next to me a man and a woman—they were
strangers to each other, strangers to me. The man said to the
woman, "I think it's a shame, it's a real shame. | know so
many good Jews." And the woman turned to him and said, "what
do you mean good Jews?" They're all evil. A Jew is a Jew
like a herring is a herring."

Mrs. Adler said she felt at the time that after news of
the destruction reached the outside world, rescue attemspts
would be made. "I and many others went to the post office to
send cables to the United States. We all felt very strongly
that now our lives were threatened; and we couldn't survive

in Germany, and that the United States would open camps for
us. We koew that there was a quota for immigration, and we
all couldn't come there at the same time, but we felt that
sosehow or other we would be rescued. Camps would be opened
sose place where we all could spend time till our mumbers
were called to  get  visas...Of cowrse, this  never
materialized.”

At this point, most Gersan Jews realized that now it was
time to leave the country of their birth. Up till
Kristrallmacht, most Jews harbored secret hopes that all
would eventually return to the normalcy of life prior to
Adolf Hitler being made chancellor in 1933. "I was 15 when
Ritler came to power in '33," MNrs. Adler said, “"and we
believed--and so did the majority of the German people--that
it would be only a very short time before Hitler lost power.
As you know, the political situation was such that every few
months they changed the chancellor in Germany, and we thought
it wouldn't last very long.* Jews in Germamy had been part of
the landscape for many cemturies, They had survived
inquisitions, suppression and pogroms? to assert their
rightful place in German society. They were German citizens
of Jewish persuasion, and they whole-heartedly believed this
would protect them from any trouble the new chancellor might
cause.
Despite Hitler's written tirades and garbled racist
propaganda about the fate of the Jews in a nation he
controlled, any Jews chose to stay and weather the storm out,
Others left in record numbers. One of these was Justin Adler.
who decided to leave following a verbal skirmish with the SS.

"l graduated from the University of Heidelberg in
Medicine," he said, "and [ had an internship in Berlin in a
large hospital. After two or three days, the Nazi S5 men came
around and decided that all Jews had to leave. So, all the
Jewish doctors were immediately chased out. In my innocence
at the time--it was 1933--I thought it was to wrong thing to
do, and | decided | wanted to complain.” Dr. Adler went to
the Berlin headquarters of the S5 to do just thal and was
questioned by an S5 officer. "1 told him that | was fired
from my job, that | thought it was wrong and that | wanted to
conplain about it," he said. The S5 man encouraged Adler to
"go home, forget about it." It was at this point that Adler
began to seriously emtertain the idea of leaving Germany.

"l left Germany by writing to sy uncle, Mr. Herman Adler
of Memphis, who provided the necessary affidavits, and I left
Germany in August 1933...In the meantime, [ knew what was
coming, and | prevailed upon my family to come over here. My
brother came in 1934 and my parents in 1937." he said.

Prior to his leaving Germany, Dr. Adler recalled that
his father was forced, at his own expense, to print and have
distributed abroad, newspaper reports and advertisements that
disavowed any anti-Jewish actions by the Nazis. Dr. Adler has
one of those advertisements in his possession today. Though
brittle with the age of almost 60 years, the yellowed
docusent still effectively chills anyone who reads it,
especially in light of what history has taught us the Nazis
did in 12 years of terror. Published in Dr. Adler's hometown
newspaper on Thursday, March 30, 1933, the document reads:
"Against the Atrocity Propaganda of Foreign Countries. e
send the following telegram to Mr. Herman Adler, Adler
Hotel, in Mewphis, Temnessee, U.S5.A. Inform the press and
the public that stories of atrocities and reports of violence
and tumult in Germany are simply lies and are to be denied
and rejected. Combat the senseless agitation against Germany.
Signed, Adolf Lauckheimer and Edward Lipmann."

( See KRISTALLNACHT Page 4 )


















